
 

 

DEPARTEMENT NATUURKUNDE EN STERENKUNDE 
INSTITUUT VOOR STERRENKUNDE 
CELESTIJNENLAAN 200D BUD 2401 

3001 LEUVEN, BELGIË 

VERSLAG LEUVEN * 
 
 
POC Master Sterrenkunde 
Meeting 12-12-2013; 10h 
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Members 

Present 
Christoffel Waelkens, Gerda Neyens, Robin Lombaert, Hans Van Winckel, Marie Van de Sande, Jels 
Boulangier, Bram Buysschaert. Katrijn Clemer  

Excused 
Nick Cox, Thomas Hertog, Rony Keppens, Maarten Baes, Kaustubh Hakim, Christine Verbeke 

Wish to be kept informed 
Bart Vandenbussche, Ben Craps, Stefaan Poedts, Tim Van Hoolst, Conny Aerts  

Report 

1 Adoption of the agenda 

Everyone accepts the agenda 

2 Approval of follow-up of the previous report 

The report is approved. There were no comments 

3 Composition of the Committee 

The chairman welcomes the new members, the students Jels Boulangier and Christine Verbeke. 
Robin Lombaert is present this meeting as a representative of the AAP/BAP replacing Steven 
Bloemen. There will be a formal election of AAP/BAP representatives in the beginning of 2014. The 
representatives of the ZAP remain the same. 

4 Various announcements 

• Students can call for an extra POC meeting when needed. 
• Programme changes:  

• The language of some courses has been changed to English. As a consequence the default 
language of the research track is English. Students who which to follow this track need to enrol 
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in the Ma of astronomy and astrophysics. The professional and educational tracks are only 
available in Dutch in the master sterrenkunde. 

• The name of the course Research Projects III has been changed to Reseach School in 
observational astrophysics. 

• None of the lecturers has failed the English language test. There is however still doubt about the 
validity of the test organized by KU Leuven. News from the fPOC is that a new rule is in the 
making stating that in the future new foreign (as in non-native-Dutch speaking) ZAP members 
need to have a B2 certificate for Dutch at the moment of their appointment. 

• The ECTS files have been updated during summer. 
• Students that come from other educational tracks (industrial engineers, philosophy): They can 

obtain a Ba in physics when they have succeeded for all obligatory courses. We had a specific 
question from a student of philosophy. He will complete his Ba with a minor in physics this year. In 
his case he can obtain a Ba physics when he takes the 3th Ba physics years and all projects. 
AI: Christoffel will mail Gerda, she will put a proposition in an email. Possibly he can already take 

up the course quantum physics in his second semester. 
• Student evaluations:  

• The response rate is very low. This is university wide problem. In case that less than 30% of 
the students or less than 5 students respond we cannot take the result into account regarding 
whether it is good or bad. Marie Van de Sande tried to motivate her fellow students to fill in the 
evaluations. The students agree that it is most probably the case that students only reply when 
they have a problem to report. To also receive an evaluation when it is is good is very 
important for the career of the lecturer. 

• From the evaluation it appeared that students replied rather negative to the question “Is there 
someone I can go to with my questions?”. They replied very positively, however, to the 
question if the lecturer communicates well. This is contradicting. Possibly the first question is 
not well put and ambiguous. 

5 Visitation 

• The chairman thanks everyone who was involved in the visitation process. The first feedback given 
orally by the commission was very positive. They had some suggestions: 
• We should increase the number of incoming students: The commission suggested to have 

more astronomy courses in the bachelor and attract more engineers. Our answer was that 
taken the specific approach of the master programme we can only take 10 students per year. 
Of course the Dean would like to have more students but this would require more resources. 

• Study efficiency and progress: The numbers given to us by the KU Leuven were not very 
accurate and clear. Christoffel took the effort to look up all the numbers by himself. Taking into 
account the specific cases our study efficiency is good. The numbers are attached to this 
report. 

• The commission was very happy about the incorporation of the students at IvS, the strong 
research aspects and the internationalisation (incoming and outgoing). 

6 Programme changes 

• The programme director proposes the following changes: 
• The course Research projects I is still a course running over two semesters. This will be 

changed to solely the first semester. 
• Research school will become a 6 ECST coarse 
both items are approved by the POC 

• Future changes: some elements were already incorporated in the ZER and were positively 
perceived by the commission. 
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• We want a stronger theoretical component. Ba students have the impression that astronomy 
and astrophysics are very describing. Some of the ideas are: 
• General relativity will become an obligatory course 
• In collaboration with Thomas Hertog we want to include a course “galaxies and 

astrophysics cosmology” and a course “the early Universe”.  
• The professional option was obligatory by decree. However it now appears that it is not legally 

obligatory. But we do have a strong instrumentation group at IvS. So we could think of a track 
together with the engineering department (cf. medical engineering techniques). One difficulty is 
that the professional option in Dutch. This can be solved by letting someone follow the 
research track but give him/her 30ECST to choose from the professional track. The 
programme director can decide this. 

• We will form a subcommittee with Christoffel, Hans, Thomas, Robin, Jels and someone from 
CmPA (e.g. Tom Vandoorselaer) 

7 Testing policy 

There is a policy from the faculty. During the visitation process Christoffel was asked to write a policy 
for the master A&A. Our policy was written down in chapter 3 of the ZER and was positively perceived 
by the commission. We do not think that further actions are required. 

8 Feedback from students 

• We took up the advice from last year and the different projects for the students are now better 
coordinated. They do remark that it would be better for them if research projects I starts the first 
week of the semester instead of the second week. 

• We attracted foreign lecturers in order to broaden our expertise but also to broaden the 
educational scope and diversify. Gijs Nelemans and Alex de Koter received good evaluations but 
we asked the students at the POC what their impression is. They confirm that the way of teaching 
and examining is very different and more interactive. Stephane Goriely has a very different way of 
examining but it was well communicated.  

9 AOB 

• Christoffel asks that his course in the Ba fysics will no longer take place on Friday afternoon. Given 
the change in the 3th Ba programme forseen for next year this should not be a problem.  
AI Christoffel: send request to Mady  
 

• News from the fPOC: the zero tolerance in the master is discussed again. There is a new 
proposition that a student can pass when he/she has a 9 for a coarse that is not explicitly 
intolerable (theses and internships are never tolerable) but have distinction in total. The faculty can 
decide which courses are intolerable. These will be the obligatory courses. There will always be 
the possibility to let someone pass who failed for a coarse provided that there is motivation for the 
exam commission.   

• We will schedule a new date for a POC to be held somewhere near the end of February. 


